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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 
Please amend the Claims as follows: 

1. (Currently Amended) A method of cementing in a subterranean formation 
comprising the steps of: 

providing a cement composition comprising an unhydrated cement that comprises 
a high alumina cement, a silica source, and a soluble phosphate^;]] and a set retarder 
comprising a water soluble carboxylic acid; 

placing the cement composition into the subterranean formation; and 

permitting the cement composition to set therein. 

2. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein the high alumina cement has an 
alumina concentration in the range of from about 40% to about 80% of the weight of the high 
alumina cement. 

3. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein the high alumina cement is present in 
the cement composition in an amount in the range of from about 20% to about 80% of the weight 
of the unhydrated cement. 

4. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein the silica source comprises vitrified 

shale. 

5. (Original) The method of claim 4 wherein the silica source further comprises fly 

ash. 

6. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein the silica source is present in the 
cement composition in an amount in the range of from about 20% to about 80% by the weight of 
the unhydrated cement. 

7. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein the soluble phosphate is present in the 
cement composition in an amount in the range of from about 1% to about 10% by the weight of 
the unhydrated cement. 

8. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein the soluble phosphate comprises 
sodium hexametaphosphate, sodium polyphosphate, vitreous sodium phosphate, or mixtures 
thereof. 

9. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein the set retarder comprising the water- 
soluble carboxylic acid is present in the cement composition in an amount in the range of from 
about 0.1% to about 5% by weight of the unhydrated cement. 
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10. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein the cement composition further 
comprises a fluid loss control additive, a weighting agent, a defoamer, a surfactant, mica, fumed 
silica, a salt, a dispersant, a formation conditioning agent, an expanding additive, microspheres, 
or an accelerant. 

11. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein the cement composition further 
comprises water. 

12. (Original) The method of claim 11 wherein the water is fresh water, salt water, 
brine, sea water, or a mixture thereof. 

13. (Original) The method of claim 11 wherein the water is present in the cement 
composition in an amount sufficient to form a pumpable slurry. 

14. (Original) The method of claim 11 wherein the water is present in the cement 
composition in an amount in the range of from about 30% to about 50% by weight of the 
unhydrated cement. 

15. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein the cement composition has a density 
in the range of from about 6 pounds per gallon to about 23 pounds per gallon. 

16. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein the cement composition further 
comprises carbon fibers. 

17. (Original) The method of claim 16 wherein the carbon fibers have a mean length 
of about 150 microns. 

18. (Original) The method of claim 16 wherein the carbon fibers are present in the 
cement composition in an amount in the range of from about 1% to about 15% by weight of the 
unhydrated cement. 

19. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein the cement composition further 
comprises rubber particles. 

20. (Original) The method of claim 19 wherein the rubber particles are present in the 
cement composition in an amount in the range of from about 10% to about 30% by weight of the 
unhydrated cement. 

21. (Original) The method of claim 19 wherein the rubber particles have a mean 
length of less than about 1/4". 

22. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein the cement composition is a low- 
density cement composition. 
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23. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein the high alumina cement has an 
alumina concentration in the range of from about 40% to about 80% of the weight of the high 
alumina cement; wherein the high alumina cement is present in the cement composition in an 
amount in the range of from about 20% to about 80% by weight of the unhydrated cement; 
wherein the silica source comprises vitrified shale; wherein the silica source is present in the 
cement composition in an amount in the range of from about 20% to about 80% by weight of the 
unhydrated cement; wherein the soluble phosphate is sodium hexametaphosphate present in the 
cement composition in an amount in the range of from about 1% to about 10% by weight of the 
unhydrated cement; and wherein the set retarder is present in the cement composition in an 
amount in the range of from about 0.1% to about 5% by weight of the unhydrated cement. 

24. - 48. (Cancelled) 
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